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can there be a doubt that a place so peculiarly ill formed for such a mode of
attack, and in no state of defence against a wary assailant, would have proved
an easy conquest   Unhappily the ill-timed ambition of a rash individual defeat-
ed this plan, and had nearly caused the destruction of the whole party.   Captain
Mayaffre unwilling, as it appears, for no other possible motive can be ascribed to
so precipitate and irregular a conduct, to lose the opportunity which his present
and casual  command afforded  him of acquiring a military  reputation, without
plan, without inquiry, against the advice of his officers, and against order, ordered
the detachment  to march into the  narrow lanes of the town,  where they were
opposed by the fire of an enemy surrounding them unseen; and the party which
entered was in an instant annihilated  rather than  defeated.   Twenty-three men
of the corps of Rangers, with their commander Captain Doxat who led the attack,
were killed, and ten wounded.   The 1st battalion of the (Jth regiment of Sepoys
commanded by Captain Blair which followed lost 57 killed and 41 wounded.    The
whole loss sustained in all the corps was 107 killed, and 72 wounded.   Captain
Mayaffre was killed.   The detachment instantly retreated.   The retreat appears
to have been conducted by Captain Blair, and in a manner that did him much
credit.   The enemy pursued with little effect, their numbers gradually lessoning
till the detachment arrived within four miles of Chunar, which it regained the same
evening.

This unfortunate affair happened on the morning of the 20th of August

I considered myself now as plunged in a decided war, and made every provision
both for its speedy termination, and for its confinement to the scene in which it
had opened.

Orders were written and dispatched in multiplied copies to the different military
stations for assistance; to the Resident of the Vizeer's Court for a supply of trea-
sure, and to Lieutenant-Colonel Blair for an instant reinforcement, The detail
of these orders will be found in the Appendix. Very few reached their destina-
tion, the communication with every quarter being intercepted, and all the coun-
try in arms against us, and our emissaries, unused to this dangerous service, either

made